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• 2008  - G8 Science Ministers agreed to 
explore international collaboration for 
Global Research Infrastructures (GRI)  

• Too expensive to “go it alone” 

• Maximize scientific & societal benefits 

• Minimize overlap and duplication 

• 2011 - Group of Senior Officials 
established 

• Ministry or funding agency representatives 
initially from: Canada, France, Germany, 
Italy, Japan, Russia, United Kingdom, United 
States with a European Commission 
secretariat 

• Widened to: Australia, Brazil, China, India, 
Mexico, and South Africa 

 

   About the Group of Senior Officials (GSO) 



• 2013 – Framework endorsed by G7 Science 
Ministers encouraging: 

• Promotion of international collaboration particularly in 
addressing Global Challenges 

• Sharing information on priorities and prioritization  

 

• 2017 – G7 Science Ministers acknowledged GSO’s 
progress 

• Testing and refining the principles and exploring 
opportunities to further open GRIs to international 
partners 
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https://ec.europa.eu/research/infrastructures/?pg=gso 
 

   About the Group of Senior Officials (GSO) 



• GSO Framework  
• 14 key principles of “good practice” 
• Merit-based access, open data policies, international mobility, 

socio-economic impact, etc. 

• Global Research Infrastructures 
• Match-making exercise to accelerate partnerships  
• Identified 52 Research Infrastructures open to greater global 

cooperation  
• 11 Internationally based 
• 41 Nationally based  

• Sharing knowledge and collaboration  
• Encouraging alignment with the Framework through real-world 

examples (case studies) 
• Inform Framework refinement effort by the GSO 
• Match-making now embedded in case study process  
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   Mechanisms Used for Collaboration 

http://www.china.org.cn/travel/2017-10/16/content_41738335_2.htm


• Differing national priorities and goals 

• Diverse languages and lexicon 

• Varied styles  
• Different approaches to national decision-making  

• Developing a “formal” agreement mechanism within a 
voluntary model 

• Full participation and buy-in by all GSO members 

• Making the “value add” real and apparent  

• Visibility – no dedicated resource to champion and 
promote  
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   Challenges Faced 



• Increased GRI participation by showcasing alignment  

• Greater GRI collaborations 
• Underground Laboratories, Mouse Phenotype Consortium, Global 

Ecological Observatory Network (GERI) 

• Benefits to GRI and Science Users 

• Enhanced operations at national facilities using internationally 
recognized good practices 

• Augmented community-based international collaboration in 
identifying potential partners 

• Reciprocal treatment on areas such as data, access, etc. 
 

6 

   Success stories and things that work  



• Continue refining the Framework 

• Increase transparency of the GSO’s work 

• Promote voluntary GRI alignment with the Framework 
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    Next Steps 

As a national RI or a GRI, how do you align with Framework? 
How can you become more closely aligned? 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwi8qdb62rXdAhWDr6QKHScmABsQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.flickr.com/photos/esoastronomy/14191252101&psig=AOvVaw1uEUBSu7-w7KPmoqfu26Be&ust=1536850074172860
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwif0LKw4bXdAhWMJVAKHZ2CDioQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://news.cnrs.fr/articles/at-the-heart-of-nuclear-matter-with-spiral2&psig=AOvVaw3V5-4OH2JP1qcv6wujIFrQ&ust=1536851833600499


Questions? 
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Back-up 
Slides 
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• Core purpose of the 
Infrastructure 

• Partnership 
• Scope/Schedule/Cost 
• Project Management 
• Funding 
• Reviews  
• Termination 

• Global-Excellence-Driven-Access  
• E-infrastructure (11th GSO) 
• Data exchange (11th GSO) 
• Clustering of Research 

Infrastructures 
• International Mobility 
• Technology Transfer & IP (11th GSO) 
•  Monitoring  Socio-economic  

Impact 

    GSO Framework Criteria  
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    Showcasing Alignment 


